
PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING ON VALERO CRUDE BY RAIL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 6:30PM, Benicia City Hall 

(Arrive 5:30 if you want a seat) 

POSSIBLE TOPICS FOR COMMENTS 

1. Tank car design is inadequate, with extremely poor safety records – BOTH DOT-111 AND the “safer” 

CPC-1232 cars are not safe and have derailed and exploded in other communities.  The  federal 

government can't agree on a safe car and its years away from being implemented. 

2. New Federal Department of Transportation Rules (May, 2015) are inadequate and do not move quickly 

enough.  

3. Derailed oil trains that explode cannot be extinguished and so are left to burn themselves out which 

takes several days.  Emergency response plans are non-existent for a catastrophic derailment and 

explosion. 

4. The RDEIR proposes three dangerous routes:  

a. through the Sierras, the Feather River route – note the recent corn car derailment with 

resulting spill in the Feather River,  

b. the Dunsmuir route with the historic spill into the River and  

c. the Truckee / Donner Lake route with its treacherous mountain grades and beautiful resort 

areas.  

All trains go through areas described by the state as high hazard areas for derailments.  What are the 

risks of fires in our mountains and spills into all of the waterways the trains pass over? 

5. Questioning the statistics on the possible rates of derailments and train explosions. 

6. High hazard flammable trains will be going through highly populated areas like Davis and Sacramento 

when the National Transportation Safety Board says they should be rerouted whenever possible away 

from populated areas. 

7. Union Pacific can run trains any time they want to and even send in two train shipments in one day.  

Neither the City of Benicia nor Valero have control over routes, cars, and shipment times.  Note 

statements about “federal pre-emption” in the appendices. 

8. What are the economic risks if there was a derailment and explosion and the refinery was to catch on 

fire?  Valero’s tank farm is in the blast zone. 

9. The Draft Revised EIR says there are significant hazard to the public through a reasonably foreseeable 

accident.  Why would we tolerate this? 

10. What are the environmental impacts when such extreme methods to get the oil, such as fracking and 

basically strip mining for tar sands are used to get the oil that is coming by rail? 

 

11. There’s lots more – add your own concerns – speak from the heart and with conviction! 

 

Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community 
SafeBenicia.org • Facebook.com/StopCrudeByRail • (707) 742-3597 

DONATE OR SIGN THE PETITION: go to SafeBenicia.org 
READ MORE: BeniciaIndependent.com 


